
INFORMATION 
FOR NESTERS 

One Happy Family Community Center and the Pedagogical Institute of Los Angeles thank 
you for your interest in volunteering in The Nest. We are looking forward to welcoming you 
soon! 

BEFORE YOUR ARRIVAL 

Please inform us (volunteer@ohf-lesvos.org) about your arrival date and lodgings in Mytilini 
as soon as you have booked your flights. If possible, we will pick you up from the airport 
and drive you to your hotel in Mytilini.

PACKING
While packing, please make sure that you bring appropriate clothes. Since we work with 
people from different cultures, please bring clothes that cover shoulders and knees and that 
are not too revealing. Note that the summer months can be extremely hot. Please bring 
comfortable and light working clothes. You are welcome to use the washing machine at our 
community center. If you have clothes in your closet that you don’t wear, feel free to bring 
them along to donate to our boutique. 

BE INFORMED
We advise our volunteers to inform themselves in detail about the current situation in the 
refugee crisis before their arrival. We will prepare you for your work at OHF in the 
orientation meeting. Nevertheless, it is essential for you to know about the bigger picture of 
your work and contribution. 

The following articles may be helpful:
www.washingtonpost.com/world...01/15/

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/22/opinion/christmas-jesus-refugee-crisis.html

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/dec/22/this-isnt-europe-life-greece-worst-refugee-camps


YOUR ARRIVAL 

OHF is located at Thermis Road, opposite of the refugee camp Kara Tepe 

Mira is the Volunteer Coordinator. You can reach her at  +30 69 403 207 61, WhatsApp: +49 
157 571 679 20 

ARRIVING BY AIR

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/conditions-are-horrific-at-greeces-island-prisons-for-refugees-is-that-the-point/2018/01/15/b93765ac-f546-11e7-9af7-a50bc3300042_story.html?utm_term=.d12e54fdde5c
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/22/opinion/christmas-jesus-refugee-crisis.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/dec/22/this-isnt-europe-life-greece-worst-refugee-camps


The airport on Lesvos, Mytilini Airport (MJT), has several flights per day in high season. 
If you are traveling from the US, you may find that it is much less expensive if you book a 
round trip flight to and from Athens and a separate roundtrip flight to and from MJT. The 
airport is located a few kilometres outside of Mytilini. We will try to arrange to pick you up 
from the airport. If our schedule does not allow us to do so, we will inform you early. The 
costs for a taxi from the airport to the center of Mytilini is approximately 8€.

ARRIVING BY FERRY
If you fly to Athens and then travel to Lesvos via ferry from Piraeus, please get in contact 
with us before your departure from Piraeus (volunteer@ohf-lesvos.org) so we are aware of 
your arrival time. We will try to meet you at the port, if possible.

DURING YOUR STAY 

GETTING AROUND
When possible, volunteers shuttle to and from OHF in one of our vans. The van meets 
sometime around 9:15am at the port. You will be given more information about this when 
you arrive.

Since the hours of The Nest do not coincide exactly with the shuttle, you may want to 
consider renting a car or be prepared to use taxis. 

NEST HOURS
The Nest is typically open from 11am -2:30pm and reopens from 4pm -5pm, Monday 
through Saturday. Nester volunteers are encouraged to stay to help with other tasks when 
The Nest is closed. There is plenty to do throughout the Community Center! On Sundays 
OHF is closed. 

SELF AWARENESS
At the orientation meeting you will become acquainted with our volunteer guidelines. They 
are meant to help us protect our volunteers and ensure the quality of our community center. 
We always try to support our volunteers as well as possible. Nevertheless, we can’t have 
our eyes and ears everywhere, so we ask you to listen to yourself and seek help if needed. 
We work in an environment in which people are under a tremendous amount of stress. They 
could lose their patience, their hope and their temper. Sometimes they are thin-skinned and 
temperamental. Be aware of these facts in your daily work at OHF. Please contact Nieves, 
Rike or Julia, or one of your fellow volunteers or volunteer coordinators if you feel 
uncomfortable, insecure or overwhelmed by any situation. If a situation feels unsafe, contact 
our Security Team.

AFTER YOUR DEPARTURE 

Volunteering doesn’t end with your departure. By sharing your experience with friends and 
family, you raise awareness of the situation on Lesvos in your home country. You can 



organize public talks (e.g. in your community, university and among your friends), use social 
media and one-on-one talks. By confronting the harsh reality for refugees in Greece, you 
enabled yourself to make an impact and inspire people to follow your example. From our 
experience we know that most of our volunteers started because a friend told them about 
our work. 

For any further questions, please contact us at volunteer@ohf-lesvos.org. 
We are looking forward to meeting you! 

Your OneHappyFamily Team 


